
Exterior Door Opening Force – Opinion  
 
ANSI A117.1 and the Americans with Disabilities Act require a maximum opening force 
of five pounds for interior doors. Neither document specifies an opening force for 
exterior doors. The Building Codes Council was requested to render an opinion as to 
what a reasonable opening force for exterior doors should be, to allow people with 
limited strength or range of motion to be able to enter public buildings. The question 
was submitted to the Accessibility Committee for the Council. Based on the committee 
member’s suggestion and the Council’s agreement, the following opinion is offered. 
  
The opening force for exterior doors should not exceed eight pounds, unless a higher 
force is necessary to overcome interior or exterior pressures. When interior or exterior 
pressures prevent an exterior door from closing properly, the opening force may be 
increased until the door is in the fully closed position.  
 
NOTE!  Any opinion rendered by the Council, associated with interpretation or 
enforcement of the approved building codes, is by request, intended to encourage 
uniformity within or between local jurisdictions and is nonbinding on local officials.  
 
Opinion rendered November 4, 2004 
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